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Rhianna Lewis is 16 and from Tredegar in Blaenau Gwent. Rhianna joined the Blaenau 
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Blaenau Gwent’s Youth Parliament member following her term ending. At this point 
Rhianna put herself forward for the role and was elected by the group. Since Rhianna was 
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Annual Conference
Over the weekend more than 200 Members of 
Youth Parliament from across the country met in 
Hull for their Annual Conference. During the event, 
members debated new policies and campaigns for 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜπŘŀȅ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǝǎƘ ƻ̧ǳǘƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ 
ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ 
and campaigning.

UK Youth Parliament’s Annual Conference took 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмф 
at the University of Hull. The event provided 
young people with a space to debate with no 
ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǝŜǎ ƻǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ 
independent vote and an emphasis on persuasion, 

consensus and researched arguments. During 
the event, young people heard from Lindsey 
Hoyle MP, Speaker of the House of Commons, 
Nigel Huddleston MP, Minister for Sport, Tourism, 
Heritage and Civil Society, the Bank of England 
Youth Forum and Regional Youth Climate Assembly.

wƘƛŀƴƴŀ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ Ƴƻǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ wƘƛŀƴƴŀ ǎǇƻƪŜ 
ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ .ƭŀŜƴŀǳ DǿŜƴǘ 
ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ wƘƛŀƴƴŀΩǎ Ƴƻǝƻƴ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŜǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
part of the manifesto.



On the Saturday following the Big Debate the Young People had the chance to unwind over dinner and a party. 
¢ŜŀƳ ²ŀƭŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜΦ  


