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RLDP Vision and Objectives 

1.8 The vision for the RLDP is set out below.  

“Through collaborative working, by 2033, Blaenau Gwent will become a network of connected 

sustainable, vibrant valley communities that support the well-being of current and future 

generations with:  

 a prosperous low carbon economy where people have the skills, knowledge and 

opportunities to achieve a better quality of life;  

 residents living in well connected, healthy and safe communities, in a range of good 

quality homes and having better access to services; and   

 its distinctive natural environment
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RLDP 
objective 
number 

Headline RLDP objective  

Outcome 2: Create opportunities for a prosperous low carbon economy and promote learning and skills  

5 Economic 
Growth 
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Table 1.3  <Caption> 

 

  

 

 

Part 1: What has Plan-making/ 
ISA involved up to this point? 

 

 
 



/en/resident/planning/local-development-plan/local-development-plan-2018-2033/
/en/resident/planning/local-development-plan/local-development-plan-2018-2033/
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Growth option Level of housing and employment 

540 to 780 jobs) 

Option 3 - High growth   

(based on PopGroup short term, long 
term, and long term adjusted) 

Population: 1,996 to 5,009 gain (2.9% to 7.2% growth)  

Housing: 141 - 226 per annum (Total 2,115 - 3,390)  

Employment: -3 to 74 per annum (Total -45 to 1,110 jobs) 

Location of growth 

2.5 
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Name Growth Level Spatial 
Distribution 

Settlement Hierarchy 

Growth 
Strategy 

to 7% growth) 

Housing: 141 to 226 per annum 
(Total 2,115 to 3,390) 

Employment: 74 per annum 
(Total - 45 to plus 1,110) 

the borough based 
on sustainability of 
settlement 
assessment 

Nantyglo / Blaina/ Abertillery / 
Cwmtillery / Six Bells / Brynithel / 
Llanhilleth / Aberbeeg 

Tier 2: Secondary Settlements 

Cwm 

Tier 3: Hamlets 

Trefil/ Pochin/ Bedwellty Pits/ Swfrydd 

Appraising the Reasonable Alternatives 
2.11 The strategic options identified above were subject to a comparative appraisal under each ISA 

theme and summary findings are presented below.   

2.12 The assessment examined likely significant effects on the baseline, drawing on the 

sustainability objectives and themes identified through scoping (see Table 1.1) as a 

methodological framework.  Based on the evidence available a judgement is made if there is 

likely to be a significant effect.  Where it is not possible to predict likely significant effects on the 

basis of reasonable assumptions, efforts are made to comment on the relative merits of the 

alternatives in more general terms and to indicate a rank of preference.  The number indicates 

the rank and does not have any bearing on likely significant effects.  This is helpful, as it 

enables a distinction to be made between the alternatives even where it is not possible to 

distinguish between them in terms of ‘significant effects’.  For example, if an option is ranked as 

1 then it is judged to perform better against that ISA theme compared to an option that is 

ranked 2.   

Level of growth 

Table 2.5: 
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Significant effect? No No No 

Climate Change 
Rank 1 2 3 

Significant effect? No No No 

 

2.13 For ISA themes relating to transport, biodiversity, the landscape and historic environment - the 

nature and significant effects will be dependent on where the additional growth is located and 

how development is designed/ implemented.  There is no evidence at this stage to suggest that 

the additional growth proposed under Options 2 and 3 would result in a significant negative 

effect on these themes as long as the development is located away from sensitive receptors 

and/ or suitable mitigation is provided.   

2.14 The higher growth options (2 and 3) are identified as performing better against ISA themes 
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Options (type) Outline reasons 
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3. Appraisal findings at this stage 
3.1 Part 2 of the ISA Report and this Non-Technical Summary answers the question - What are 

appraisal findings at this stage? - 
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Part 3: What happens next? 
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4. Next steps and monitoring 
4.1 Part 3 of the Initial SA Report and this Non-Technical Summary explains the next steps in the 

plan-making/ SA process. 

Next Steps  
4.2 The Initial SA Report and this Non-Technical Summary will accompany the Preferred Strategy 

for public consultation in January 2020.  Any comments received will be reviewed and then 

taken into account as part of the iterative plan-making and ISA process.   

4.3 The representations received along with further evidence base work, including further ISA work, 

will inform the development of the Deposit RLDP which is scheduled to be published for 

consultation in 2020.  An updated ISA Report will accompany the Deposit RLDP for 

consultation. 

Monitoring 
4.4 Monitoring measures will be established within the next version of the ISA Report to address 

the potential significant effects associated with the Deposit version of the plan.  No measures 

have been identified at this stage, as the RLDP is yet to be finalised.  
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