


Remember 

 Sandbags, particularly after use, will rot or break down and become unusable 
over time. 

 They may become contaminated and should be treated as such after use. 

 They are much heavier when wet and should be handled with care. 

 Builders' merchants may not be open or may have insufficient stocks when 
you need them. 
 

More detailed advice on sandbags and other methods of damage limitation is 
Available from the Environment Agency Floodline on (0845) 988 1188. 

 

How to fill and position sandbags 

 Unless you have access to a sandbag filling machine, this is a two person job: 
one to hold the bag and one to fill. 

 Sand is abrasive - both people should wear protective gloves. 

 Do not fill bags more than half full. Remember that they can get heavy quickly, 
so do not over fill, or fill them too far away from where you need to position 
them. 

 It is not necessary to tie the end of the bags.


